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The Gaels spirit is alive and well...
and thriving at All Hallows!
Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends of All Hallows,

Greetings from the Bronx, and the beautiful and historic confines of 111 East 164th
Street, now known as All Hallows Way ! I hope this finds you and your loved ones
happy, healthy and ready to enjoy the wonders of the Christmas season.

Late last spring, when I was selected by the Board of Trustees to succeed Paul Krebbs
as our school’s President, not only did I realize I had huge shoes to fill, but I also
understood that I had come full circle as a Gael. Growing up around the corner from
the school, I proudly spent 12 years at All Hallows, graduating from both the grammar
school and the high school.

After graduation from All Hallows, I took the D train north with several classmates to
attend Fordham University. Upon graduation from Fordham, I was commissioned as a
RON SCHUTTÉ, ’74
U.S. Army Officer and proudly served four years on active duty. Afterwards, I enjoyed
President
a long career in business, which led me back to many years as a volunteer Board
member at All Hallows. Now, as your President, I hope to epitomize and preach the mantra “Learn, Earn,
Return,” which has become so popular in our All Hallows vernacular.

We all know that the more things change, the more they remain the same. I can honestly tell you that the
spirit of Brother Edmund Rice lives on in our school—his same teachings, values and disciplines — that
make All Hallows truly unique among Catholic schools in the area. I am so proud of our school and the great
work being accomplished by Principal Seán Sullivan, ’73 and his dedicated faculty and staff. I’m particularly
proud to note that 17 of them are also All Hallows alums!
Although we are still fortunate to have three Christian Brothers working among us, lay faculty, staff and
administrators dominate the building. Whereas in the past, the school could have received annual support
and subsidy from the Christian Brothers, now we must help support the Brothers as they grow smaller in
number — and older in age.
My goal in this position is simple but important: to respect and admire our past by fortifying our future.
For this, I ask for both your spiritual and financial support. We need to keep these doors open, and the
school thriving while constantly improving, such that hundreds of new students each year will experience
what we alums have known for over 107 years: All Hallows is a special place, where learning is not a
spectator sport; everyone participates in the process.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible. Please visit the school, “like” us on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @AllHallowsGaels
Please use the envelope provided to send an annual gift to All Hallows or donate online. Please be as
generous as possible. With your support, we can continue to represent high-quality education for many
years to come.
Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever !
Ron Schutté, ’74
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From the Principal’s Desk

All Hallows and
our impact on
the Global Stage
As many graduates are aware, All Hallows
High School has, for the last six years, been
selected to represent the U.S. at the Albert
Schweitzer Leadership For Life (ASLFL)
program which is held at the National
University of Ireland; Maynooth, County
Kildare, Ireland. As a matter of fact, we are
By Seán Sullivan
the only Catholic high school in the country
Principal
(Class of ’73)
so honored! The ASLFL is an intense 10-day
program where our students are matched against the best
and the brightest from around the world. Students from
South Korea, India, Nigeria, Palestine, Denmark, Germany,
Canada, Northern Ireland and The Republic of Ireland are
challenged to strengthen their leadership skills and bring
change to their local communities.
There are three modules of leadership to this particular
curriculum. The first is completed through our internal
leadership programs that are already up and running at the
school. The second and third components are completed
during the two summers that our students spend in Ireland.

When they first meet their counterparts, they quickly learn
that there is a conflict of cultures. However, as the conference
ends they also quickly learn that there is a commonality in
the cultures. They understand, first and foremost, that our
global community is getting smaller with each passing day.
Our kids – our future leaders – have a stronger sense of
the world around them. They remain in contact with their
colleagues from the four corners of the world and together,
look to change the world that we live in. Although somewhat
expensive – air fare, dorm facilities, program fees, etc. – the
kids are responsible to fundraise on their own and pay $400
for the program. The remaining balance of over $2500 is
graciously taken care of by our school and our alums. Quite
simply, the ASLFL program is an enriching, life-changing
experience for our kids. A program that no other Catholic
high school can match.

2 Pro Fide et Patria

This year, however, the men of All Hallows High School
took it to another level. Not only did they lead and excel, they
did it while the students from the other countries sat back
and watched in awe. The opening address was given by an All
Hallows student. The closing address at graduation was also
given by an All Hallows student in front of the duly impressed
American Ambassador to Ireland, Mr. Kevin O’Malley. The
“go-to” people, the movers and shakers throughout the
conference were – you guessed it – the All Hallows’ students.
Every trip we make back to Ireland always includes a
travel day. One year we journeyed to Belfast to see the Titanic
Museum and to visit the Stormont Government Buildings.
Other trips were to Kilkenny Castle, The Cliffs of Moher in
County Clare and to Callan, County Kilkenny, the birthplace of
the founder of The Christian Brothers.

This year brought All Hallows, the first school founded by
the Brothers in the U.S., to visit the first school ever founded
by Blessed Brother Edmund Rice, at Mt. Sion, Waterford City.
The school still functions and stands in the Edmund Rice
Heritage Center which also contains the remains of Br. Rice in
the circular chapel attached to the school. Never was I more
proud of my kids than the 2 hours we spent there. Allow me
to paint you a picture in words:

W

e arrived at Mt. Sion at 12 noon on Sunday,
August 2nd. There to meet us was a lively 80
year old named Br. Peader Gleason, a native
of County Tipperary. Br. Gleason generously
gave up his main meal at 12:30 to give us a guided tour of the
Br. Rice Museum, which included stops at the shop where
Br. Rice fed and clothed the inner-city youth of Waterford
in the 1800’s. During the trip Br. Gleason peppered the kids
with questions about the Catholic Church and education in
1800’s Ireland, about the life and times of Edmund Rice, the
businessman, the family man and the Christian Brother. Br.

Gleason was dutifully impressed with our kids’ total recall
of the life and times of the founder. What happened next,
though, was a moment I’ll never forget.

I

t was now time to approach the glass-encased tomb
of Blessed Br. Edmund Rice in the gorgeous, circular
chapel adorned with stunning stained glass windows.
Br. Gleason asked us to stand around the tomb and
directed one of our students (Adrian Gonzalez of senior
year) to read the prayer for Br. Edmund Rice off the stand
located at the base of the tomb. Adrian moved the stand
aside and instead – along with our other 12 disciples
of Edmund – all recited the prayer reverently from the
heart and without notes! After the prayer, the students
asked me if they could remain for a bit in contemplative
prayer in front of Edmund’s remains. Although the driver
of our coach was eager to get back to Dublin for the
4pm hurling match at Croke Park, I granted an extra 20
minutes knowing the kids were especially touched by this
experience.

No one, however, was more touched than our tour
guide, Br. Gleason. Taking me aside and pointing his finger
at me in that quintessential Irish manner, Br. Gleason

They understand, first and
foremost, that our global
community is getting
smaller with each day. Our
kids—our future leaders—
have a stronger sense of
the world around them.

became somewhat emotional. He told me that he has
given guided tours to Christian Brothers Schools from
Canada to Australia and the U.S. down through the years
and no group of students were able to recite that prayer
in the way and manner as was done by our kids. He
praised and congratulated them and told me that I have a
special bunch of kids. Br. Gleason shook the hand of each
student as we boarded the coach for our 2 hour trip back
to Maynooth with that Irish glint of respect in his eyes. He
had just met a special bunch of kids whom I am blessed to
meet each and every day here at All Hallows High School.
Blessed Br. Edmund Rice would be thrilled to know that

All Hallows students at St. Patrick’s Maynooth, Ireland.
Posing alongside a statue of Pope John Paul II.

his wondrous works that began with a school in inner-city
Waterford, Ireland is being replicated today by his first school in
Inner-City New York.
Let us all ensure that this special mission continues its
miraculous works. •

\
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All Hallows Innovations...
Mentoring in Medicine

All Hallows provides its students with a unique opportunity
not only to develop healthy lifestyle habits but also to pursue
their interest in the fields of health and science. Mentoring
In Medicine is a program that educates students about health
issues that affect minority communities in the South Bronx and
All Hallows students act as ambassadors for healthy living in
the community. Founded by Dr. Lynn Holden from Montefiore
Hospital, All Hallows was selected as one of only two pilot
schools in 2011. Although it originally began as an after-school
program, the curriculum has slowly developed and become
integrated into the regular science curriculum.
As they study different systems of the body, students look at
careers that are associated with that particular system and
hear from medical professionals who come in from Montefiore
to talk to them about their careers. By exposing students to
different medical specialties, the hope is that some of them
will come back to the neighborhood after college and pay it
forward. Kreesan Pillay, a member of our faculty and one of
the instructors in the Mentoring in Medicine program, sees it
as a great option for those who are curious about science to
explore all that this field has to offer. Mentoring in Medicine
points out lucrative careers in health and science and instills
healthy habits in students. The program is open to anyone with
a commitment to learning, especially those who dream of a
career as a health care professional.
All Hallows students enjoy hands-on learning
in the Mentoring in Medicine program.

Pro Fide et Patria
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Albert Schweitzer
Leadership for Life ’15

For the past five years,
All Hallows has been
selected to participate
in the Albert
Schweitzer Leadership
for Life Conference in
Dublin, Ireland. Over
the course of ten days,
students develop
their leadership skills
through lectures,
workshops, and teambuilding exercises.
ASLFL unites students
from all over the
globe not only to set
goals and action plans
but also to build an
understanding and
appreciation for all
cultures.

All Hallows students in
Croke Park, Dublin
Along with Ron Schutté (left),
students pose with U.S. Ambassador
to Ireland, Kevin O’Malley.

Some of the goals of
the conference are
to help participants
discover personal
strengths, passions,
and motivations
that inspire them to
lead, while clarifying
personal values that
enable them to be
truly good leaders.
Teacher Paul Fontana spoke about his experience: “In the
five years that we’ve been traveling to the Albert Schweitzer
conference, I have been really inspired by our students and
watching them grow while they are over there.”

Students described the conference as unforgettable and life
changing. “Overall the connections we made with our fellow
students and international people have been the highlight
of my experience,” said David Argueta,’15. James Melendez,
’14 said, “Traveling to Ireland for the ASLFL conference
gave me the understanding that one kid from NYC can make
a difference in the global community. I learned the skills
necessary to be a competent leader in everything I do.” •

See what alumni events are coming up soon...

...and Programs
St. John’s CAP Program
All Hallows offers its students the opportunity to earn
college credit while they are still in high school. The CAP
program, (College Advantage Program) offered through St.
John’s University, is open to juniors taking AP U.S. History
and seniors taking AP English and Media Arts. Each course
is $350 and students will receive college credit if they
maintain a C average. This helps to motivate students to get
a head start on their college education and reduces the cost
of their college tuition. An added benefit is that it provides
a reliable assessment of the student’s ability to do college
level work.

Liberty Leads

Liberty Leads is a Math, Science, Writing, and Arts
enrichment program run by Bank Street College. Eighteen
All Hallows students were selected last year to participate
in this college preparatory and access program. Students
take classes twice a week and one Saturday a month in
order to discover their strengths and talents, challenge
themselves, and take ownership of their education. There
is also a Summer Institute, which is an intense two-week
program that includes writing, science, dance, and financial
literacy. Additionally, students who participate in Liberty
Leads have the opportunity to take advantage of other
perks: 60 percent of them study abroad for a discounted
price through partner organizations, and nominated
students are eligible for free summer classes at Columbia
University—valued at $5000.

Inner City jobs

The Inner City Jobs program, started in 1985, provides
summer internships for students in the business districts
of Manhattan. Some of the organizations where students
worked last year were Mount Sinai Medical Center, St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, Association to Benefit Children,
Breaking Ground, Orsid Realty Corporation, and Linklaters,
LLP. Each year the program has been open to ten All
Hallows students; this year, the number was increased
to fifteen. The program selects students who have a
high academic average (85 or better) and demonstrate
leadership qualities, but are academically disadvantaged.

Futures and Options

Futures and Options is a program that provides All Hallows
students with the training and access they need to compete
for jobs. Last year, 19 students participated in this career
preparatory program. Career Essentials is offered to 9th

and 10th grade students; they attend twelve supervised
workshops that focus on communication, presentation, and
workplace etiquette skills. The Core Internship program
for 11th and 12th grade students is year-round; students
participate in paid internships at NYC businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and government organizations. Interns work
fifteen hours a week after school or up to 40 hours a week
over the summer.

Inner City Scholarship Fund

The Inner City Scholarship Fund offers need-based tuition
assistance to students who are currently enrolled in innercity Catholic schools in Pre-K through 12th grade. This
organization invited three All Hallows students to speak at
their annual fundraiser last December, held at the Mandarin
Oriental in Manhattan. Adrian Gonzalez, Darwin Contreras,
and Leonel Martinez spoke to the 430 dinner guests about
how the scholarships granted to them by the Inner-City
Scholarship Fund have changed their lives. Their words
resonated with those in attendance, especially when they
touched on the topics of family struggles and poverty.
Adrian Gonzalez told the crowd, “In third grade, I didn’t
speak one word of English. It was hard at first and I had to
attend tutoring every day. I worked hard and from seventh
grade on, I’ve been an honor student.” These students
demonstrate how continuing to strive through financial
struggles has made them better students as well as better
young men.

National Hispanic Institute

The National Hispanic Institute has been in a long and
prosperous relationship with All Hallows, offering our
students numerous educational opportunities. The
N.H.I. selected All Hallows out of over 300 schools as the
“National Hispanic Institute’s School of the Year” for 2014.
Twenty to 30 students from All Hallows’ predominately
Hispanic student body have been sent annually to programs
sponsored by the N.H.I., where they have excelled in every
aspect. These programs are held in prestigious institutions
such as Villanova University, University of Rochester, and
the University of North Texas. Paul Fontana, accompanied
by a group of students, flew to Dallas to receive this
illustrious award. Principal Seán Sullivan was extremely
proud of his students for all of their hard work that helped
All Hallows to earn this recognition. He spoke about All
Hallows’ outstanding graduation and acceptance rates—
99 percent graduation rate for the past ten years, with 97
percent of graduates being accepted into four-year colleges
or universities, and the sense of community that permeates
All Hallows. •

...visit www.allhallows.org
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News & Notes

March with the Gaels!

Interested in marching with the All Hallows Alumni
Association and current students in the 2016 St. Patrick’s
Day Parade on Thursday, March 17? Please register by calling
Bernie Ramirez at 718-293-4545 ext. 134 or e-mail him at:
bramirez@allhallows.org. We have consistently been awarded
second and third place awards. This year let’s go for the gold!
Details will also be available on the All Hallows website:
www.allhallows.org.

students about his
legacy, his front
row seat to history
and his belief in
the importance
of tolerance
and service. All
Hallows students
also attended a
screening of “Bridge
of Spies” and were
lucky enough to
have a Q & A with
Tom Hanks and
director Steven
Spielberg.

All
Hallows
grads visit “The Late Show”
Family of James Donovan
visits his Alma Mater

Marty Daly ’70, along with Br. Jason Ford, arranged for All
Hallows graduates currently at Iona College to attend a recent
taping of “The Late Show” with Stephen Colbert. A great time
was had by one and all!

American hero and All Hallows alumnus, James Donovan, ’33, is
the subject of the new Steven Spielberg film, “Bridge of Spies”
staring Tom Hanks. His son John Donovan and granddaughter
Beth Amorosi (pictured here in center, along with current
AH students, visited James’ Alma Mater and spoke with
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Student Successes
Student Council Leaders
Anthony Salas and Pedro Pena
walk for worthy causes
ANTHONY SALAS:

When Anthony Salas first
entered All Hallows in 2012,
Brandon Diaz ’13 was the
Student Body President.
“People looked up to him;
he knew how to get the job
done. I wanted to experiment
with that,” said Salas. He
got involved in student
government as a homeroom
representative during his
freshman and sophomore
years. Two years ago his
grandmother was diagnosed
with breast cancer; Salas wanted to do something that
would make a difference and came up with the idea of a
Breast Cancer Walk. After getting the approval of Student
Council moderator Brother Hamilton and Principal Sean
Sullivan, he got the permit, enlisted the help he needed, and
made the walk happen.

On October 26, 2014, for the first time in All Hallows
history, the school hosted a 5K walk at Van Cortlandt Park to
spread awareness and to raise money for the Breast Cancer
Foundation. After being elected Student Body President,
Salas pushed for the walk to become an annual event and
an All Hallows tradition. On October 24, 2015, the second
annual All Hallows Breast Cancer Walk was held at Joyce
Kilmer Park, which raised $1,000. Chairman of the Board
of All Hallows, Martin Daly, as he did last year, pledged to
match the donation.
But Salas and his student council didn’t stop there. This
year, All Hallows also hosted its first-ever Prostate Cancer
Walk on November 15, raising a total of $550.00. Sullivan
was the inspiration for this effort after beating prostate
cancer three years ago.

PEDRO PENA: Unlike

Salas, Pedro Pena had
never been part of student
government before being
elected Student Body
Vice-President. He says he
decided to run because over
his years at All Hallows, he
finally developed enough
of a sense of leadership
to run for the position. “I wanted to make it the best year
possible—maybe even the best year ever. I wanted for
our class to leave a legacy.” Part of that legacy was to be in
the position to influence the underclassmen to do better.

“You’ve got one chance,” says Pena. “You have to do the
best you can with that one chance.” After transitioning
to All Hallows from public school, Pena struggled with
the different curriculum and the homework load. He
remembers the tremendous influence his peers had on him.
He asked them how they prepared and how they managed
their time. After gathering this advice, he applied it, and it
helped him to become a better student.

Salas and Pena both came to All Hallows from public
school, and interestingly, they each used the same word to
describe what All Hallows means to them: brotherhood.
Salas cherishes it. “No matter what the challenge is, there
is always someone—or a group of people—glad to offer a
helping hand in order get done whatever you need.” Pena
added, “We’re a band of brothers, always here for each other.”

A modern-day
Renaissance Man
LUKE ARGUETA:
Luke Argueta knows
no bounds. He first
picked up golf during
his freshman year
after the soccer and
track seasons were
over. As a senior, he
has been the number
one guy on the golf
roster for the past
two years. Now, after
playing golf, soccer,
and track for four
years at All Hallows,
Argueta will attend
The U.S. Military
Academy at West
Point.

Argueta has several family members who graduated
from the Academy. His brother David, ’15, is currently a
midshipman at the Merchant Marine Academy. He says
the military mentality is what resonates for him. “When
you have a squad, you get to know people really well; it’s
like a family.” Upon graduation from West Point, he will be
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.

His experience at the Albert Schweitzer Leadership for Life
Conference in Ireland over the last two summers has also
developed his leadership skills. “At the conference, you are
dropped in and they expect you to hit the ground running
and pick it up. You have to be able to adapt.”

For his Christian Service, Argueta volunteers for the
Adaptive Sports Foundation, a nonprofit organization
that provides profound and life changing experiences for
children and adults with physical and cognitive disabilities,
and is a ski instructor during the winter for the physically
disabled. “It’s really cool,” he says.
Continued >

...visit www.allhallows.org
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QuestBridge Scholar shines
at school and in the community
ADRIAN
GONZALEZ: In

2005, eight-year old
Adrian Gonzalez and
his mother left the
Dominican Republic,
hoping for a better
life. When they arrived
in the Bronx, things
weren’t the way he
had imagined. “Instead
of being greeted with
gold-paved streets, we
were welcomed by a new form of poverty.” Poverty wasn’t his
only problem; as a new immigrant who only spoke Spanish,
language was a barrier to making friends. After weeks of
being lonely and depressed, Gonzalez saw his mother crying.
“At that moment I decided to grow up. I became determined
to break the language barrier.” He did—and went on to
become an honor student.

Once he arrived at All Hallows, language was no longer a
problem, but it had been replaced by an economic disparity.
He noticed that his friends slept in their own rooms and
their own beds, which was not the way he and his mother
lived. His mom became upset when he asked her about it and
Gonzalez felt a sense a responsibility to work hard in order to
change things for the two of them. “I asked my teachers how
to reach economic stability. They all told me that education

was the key.” He took their advice, became an even stronger
student, and developed an interest in the world of finance.
With the desire to create a better life, Gonzalez entered an
entrepreneurial contest building phone applications. He
didn’t have the best computer programming skills, but he
had keen communication skills. “As the only Hispanic in
the competition, I was intimidated, but the desire to win
motivated me. A win would not only mean that I was the
first Hispanic ever to win this competition, but also that I
had successfully learned and applied my third language:
code.” His application, OPUS, a platform that connects high
school students to local businesses for short-term work
engagements, would ultimately win.

Gonzalez is well on his way to achieving the life he has
dreamed of; he has the distinction of having been selected
as a QuestBridge Scholar. QuestBridge students are
described as “exceptional individuals who have achieved
academic excellence in spite of socio-economic obstacles.”
Despite their challenges, the students are leaders in
their schools and communities. QuestBridge connects
them with opportunities at America’s leading colleges.
Out of over 13,000 applications, fewer than 5,000 were
selected as finalists, based on their academic, financial, and
extracurricular credentials. 			

Gonzalez is the only QuestBridge finalist to be selected from
All Hallows. His status as such essentially means that he has
a very good chance of being awarded a scholarship to the
school of his choice. Unsurprisingly, nearly all of the colleges
he has applied to are Ivy-league schools—and he will find
out by the end of the year where the next leg of his journey
will take him. •

2015 Hall of
Fame Dinner
welcomes
five new
inductees

This year’s Hall of Fame Dinner was held
October 30 at the Union League Club in New
York City. All Hallows President, Ron Schutté,
welcomed five new inductees:
From left: Jerry Power’59, of Wells Fargo;
Jim Smyth ’79, of Smyth Media Group; Andy
Hammond of White & Case; and Mick Doyle
of Acheson Doyle Partners. Peter Hayes,
former Vice President of RCA, was inducted
posthumously.

They have shared their God-given skills to make
the school a safer, more modern place to learn
and, in one case, ensure the school’s continued
existence.
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Keep up with the latest news from your classmates...

Faculty Spotlight:

Holly Oddo

H

olly Oddo, a faculty member at All Hallows,
traveled to Scotland this summer to study Thomas
Jefferson and the Enlightenment at the University
of Edinburgh with Professor Frank Cogliano, author of
Emperor of Liberty. Each summer, the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History offers academically rigorous
and highly competitive teacher seminars, open exclusively
to participants in Gilder Lehrman’s Affiliate School Program.
Gilder Lehrman Saturday Academies at All Hallows provide
free elective courses for high school and middle school
students on Saturday mornings. A winner of the National
Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award, the nation’s
highest honor for outstanding after-school and out-ofschool programs, Saturday Academies have helped more
than 10,000 students gain a deeper knowledge of the
humanities through American history, literature, and arts
classes.

Holly Oddo in Scotland for summer study.

about mortsafes, the contraptions built over the graves in
order to prevent body snatching, which was a big problem
in 19th century Edinburgh. Because the medical school
was only allotted five cadavers per year, doctors were
desperate for corpses to study—and they paid handsomely
for them. One notorious duo, Burke and Hare, took things a
step further; rather than robbing graves, they would target
victims, ply them with liquor and murder them. Oddo and
her fellow teachers visited the White Hart Inn, which is
where Burke and Hare would take their victims (ironically,
located at the edge of the town square where Burke would
later be hanged) and The Last Drop, which is where those
condemned would have their last drink before being
executed.

Other highlights of the trip included walking the Royal Mile
(between Edinburgh Castle and Holyrood Palace), a hike up
Arthur’s Seat, a dormant volcano overlooking the city, and a
visit to the Scotch Malt Whisky Society, where she indulged
in a “wee dram.” As Voltaire once said, “We look to Scotland
for all our ideas of civilization.” •
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History offers
rigorous and competitive teacher seminars.

The University of Edinburgh, Scotland.

Oddo and 27 other teachers from all over the United
States examined Jefferson’s life and times by considering
his efforts to apply the principles of reason to the major
challenges he confronted as a revolutionary, diplomat,
politician, and elder statesman. In addition to lectures, lively
debates, and guest speakers like Professor Sir Tom Devine,
Scotland’s leading historian, participants in the seminar had
the chance to explore Edinburgh on a number of walking
tours.
Oddo was fascinated by Edinburgh’s history, especially its
dark past. During a visit to Greyfriar’s Kirkyard, she learned

...visit www.allhallows.org
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Faculty Spotlight:

Paul Fontana

O

n any given
afternoon, long
after the last school
bell has rung, Paul Fontana
can be found sitting
with a group of students
contemplating Shakespeare.
When some kids would
rather run for the doors
than give school one more
moment of their time, Room
25 is filled with activity. The
social, cultural and economic differences that keep students
disconnected seem to fall away in the environment that
Fontana has created in his classroom. They are all connected
by their love of theater and fueled by Fontana’s enthusiasm
and knowledge.
Fontana is passionate about theater. His fervor is contagious
and his influence is everywhere at All Hallows. Wearing many
hats—Vice Principal of Academics, English Department Chair,
Teacher, and moderator of the All Hallows Players—he takes
advantage of every opportunity to spread his passion among
the students and faculty alike. At a time when the arts are
disappearing from education, Fontana has done his part to
keep the arts alive at All Hallows.

Over two decades, with no money and few resources, Fontana
has mounted productions each fall and spring. “In a school
with no stage, no auditorium, and no real arts focus, we,
(my kids and I) have been able to create 20 years of guerilla
theater,” said Fontana. Under his tutelage, the All Hallows
Players has continued to grow, and now sponsors several
variety shows throughout the school year. In addition to
featuring music and dance, these shows have including
student-written plays, monologues, short stories, poems, and
spoken word pieces.

In addition to the All Hallows Players, Fontana has introduced
many other venues at the school to provide students with
exposure to the arts. TDF Open Doors is an elite leadership
program in which a small group of students gain an in-depth
introduction to live theater. The school’s mentor, Tony and
Emmy nominated Broadway and TV director, Scott Ellis,
attends each outing with the year’s eight Open Doors Scholars.
Second Stage Theatre gives students the chance to become
the next generation of theater-goers by providing a unique
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Paul poses with his
brother, Tom, and
the Humanitarian
Award presented to
him by The Acting
Company.

theater-going
opportunity to
students who may
not normally get
to experience live
theater on a regular
basis. Second Stage
Theatre provides 1015 tickets to selected
students to each of
their Main Stage shows at no cost. All Hallows became part of
this program in 2008 thanks to Paul Fontana.

And then there’s Shakespeare. What Fontana is able to do
better than anyone else is make Shakespeare accessible to All
Hallow students. He gets them up on their feet and has them
hurling Shakespearean insults at one another to prepare them
for the challenges of Elizabethan English. His classroom is
filled with props that he makes liberal use of as students read
the plays. At the end of each school year when the new group
of AP English students is selected, Fontana requires that these
scholars see a performance of Shakespeare in the Park.

A

dditionally, Fontana promotes the National
Shakespeare Competition to students every year,
challenging students to memorize a monologue
or soliloquy from the Bard, and taking the winner on to
compete at the next level. In September, Fontana got in on
the act himself, traveling to Washington D.C. for “That is the
Question: The Shakespeare Trivia Challenge” sponsored
by the Shakespeare Theatre Company. One might say that
Fontana had been preparing for this his entire life, after
being introduced to Shakespeare by his older brothers Tom
and Charlie and seeing his first Shakespeare play when he
was only two years old. After he moved to New York, he and
his roommates enjoyed challenging all of their visitors with
Shakespeare trivia. On September 19, competing against
20 teams of three, Fontana’s team won the competition,
answering questions about character names, quotations,
and facts about Shakespeare’s life. They each walked away
with season tickets to the Shakespeare Theatre Company in
Washington D.C.

Outside of All Hallows, Fontana is the Pro-Bono Education
Consultant for The Acting Company, hailed by the New
York Times as “the major touring classical theater of the
United States.” The Acting Company promotes theater and
literacy by bringing a touring repertory of productions into
communities across America—particularly those where
live performance and theater arts education is limited or
non-existent. Fontana trains teaching artists, writes Teacher
Resource Guides, and teaches Shakespeare for Teachers

Keep up with the latest news from your classmates...

to think. And that’s the only job of a teacher: to teach his or
her kids to think; not what to think, but to think—to think, to
question, to see, to hear.”

Fontana’s goal is to help students find things that give them
joy; it’s to encourage curiosity and the desire to explore. “It’s
all we can ask,” said Fontana. “For them to think, question, and
move forward—that will make them successful in the world.”
He also acknowledged that “mentoring changes you,” and
expressed his gratitude for what he continues to receive as a
teacher. “The thrill I get from watching students and teachers
grow as a community of learners, far outweighs what I can
ever hope to give them in return.”

Fontana instills in his students a love of the works
of Wiilliam Shakespeare.

workshops. On November 9, at their annual Gala, The Acting
Company presented Fontana with The Joan M. Warburg
Humanitarian Award for his profound commitment to students
from underserved communities, teaching, mentoring, and
introducing them to the theater.
In his acceptance speech, Fontana emphasized his role as a
teacher, and elegantly summed up his approach to teaching. “A
wise, albeit fictional, teacher once said that the students ‘come
in here with a skull full of mush’ and that he would teach them

The American Theatre Wing’s Tony Awards, given every year
for excellence in the theatre, are the namesake of Antoinette
Perry. New York Times drama critic Brooks Atkinson once
wrote, “Antoinette Perry was an imaginative, able and selfless
person. There was nothing she would not or could not do. But
fame was not what she was after. She just loved theater.”

Paul Fontana embodies the spirit of Antoinette Perry. His
endeavors are a genuine labor of love. None of what he
does is because he is looking for praise or accolades—it’s
because he is truly passionate not only about theater, but
also about teaching, and he understands how powerful and
transformative being exposed to the arts can be for a young
person. That’s why he will continue to sit in his classroom, late
into the afternoon each day, reading verse, discussing dialogue,
and uniting very diverse students through their shared love of
theater. •
Paul Fontana proudly poses with his All Hallows thespians.

...visit www.allhallows.org
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Faculty Spotlight:

Br. Larry Casey ’63

B

ack in the early
1960’s, when Brother
Larry Casey attended
All Hallows, he claims
that he was not a great
student. “I did poorly on the
incoming test and I was very
lazy in 8th grade,” he says.
However, he was involved in
everything—bowling, track,
intramurals—and he always
went to everything, from plays, to ball games, to morning
services that were held during seasons such as Advent and
Lent. “The Brothers would sit in the back together and sing,”
he says. Their sense of community was palpable, and left
a great impression on him; this would become part of the
reason he became a Brother.
His mother was involved with the Parents Club and served
as president for a couple of years. As a result, she dragged
him along to all of their gatherings, dressed up in a bow tie—
which he hated. However, one of his most enduring memories
as a student at All Hallows was their final Card Party at the
Concourse Plaza. Card Parties were social gatherings where
the All Hallows students would drink tea, have a chance to
win prizes, and most importantly, have the opportunity to talk
to girls. Casey worked the party for his mother—then played
cards for money afterwards.

Casey teaches Algebra I and is the Chair of the Math
department, although over his tenure at All Hallows he has
taught a variety of other subjects including biology, religion,
and government.

He tries to provide students with many different activities
during the course of a lesson as he feels that it is important
to keep changing things up. He says, “I always remember the
courses I struggled with (especially language), and I remind
myself that some of these students are just as frustrated as I
was. I try to get to their level in some way by finding out what
they can do and then I go from there.”
As moderator of the Math Club, Casey has a tremendous
record of coaching; every year, All Hallows competes with
other schools and usually places first or second in their
division, with one or two students taking top honors as well.

C

asey enjoys the students here, especially when he gets
to witness the light bulbs going on, but he says that one
of his favorite things about All Hallows is spending time
with the faculty.

What don’t you know about Brother Casey? He enjoys doing
crossword puzzles, he loves music, and despite his teenage
angst over what his friends would think, he learned how to
play the piano. “They were tough Irish kids,” he says. But his
worry turned out to be unfounded; when he finally confessed
that he was taking piano lessons, their response wasn’t exactly
what he had imagined. “Yeah? Alright.” •
Br. Casey, shown here in a vintage family photo, enjoys
trivia, sports and memorabilia from the ’50s and ’60s.

Over 50 years later, things haven’t changed too much.

You know it’s time for March Madness at All Hallows when
Brother Casey starts handing out the NCAA tournament
brackets for the faculty pool. He enjoys getting as many faculty
members as possible involved (even the ones who don’t know
anything about basketball) and is consistently successful at
getting the majority of the faculty to participate.
Casey comes from a family that enjoys sports, trivia, and
memorabilia from the 1950’s and 60’s. They are longtime
Giants fans and have had season tickets since 1955. Collecting
also runs in his family—coins, baseball cards, stamps, and
trains— especially with his brother, John. Casey helps him,
often by searching for items on websites such as eBay. He
relishes the tension of bidding online. “I operate better under
pressure,” he says. This makes him the perfect moderator of
Sports Bowl, an after-school sports trivia competition, similar
to Jeopardy.
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Volunteer your time and make a difference for today’s students

VarsityBasketball
2015-2016
season
schedule

NOTE: All Hallows
home games are
played at the
Gauchos Gym,		
478 Gerard Ave.
Bronx, NY 10451

Go
Gaels!

WHEN:				

WHERE:					

TIME:

December 01 Tue		

@ St. Francis Prep

4:15 PM

December 04 Fri		

Bishop Loughlin 				

7:30 PM

December 08 Tue		

@ St. Raymond’s				

4:00 PM

December 11 Fri 		

Holy Cross

		

7:30 PM

December 13 Sun		

St. Peter’s

				

5:30 PM

December 18 Fri 		

@ Stepinac					

7:30 PM

December 20 Sun 		

@ Christ the King				

4:30 PM

December 23 Wed		

@ Mount St. Michael’s				

2:00 PM

December 26 Sat		

Brooklyn Bridge Invitational @ Westinghouse HS 11:00 AM

December 27 Sun		

Brooklyn Bridge Invitational @ Westinghouse HS 5:00 PM

January

05

Tue		

@ Cardinal Hayes				

4:15 PM

January

07

Thur		

@ Long Island Lutheran HS			

4:30 PM

January

09

Sat		

Mount St. Michael’s

			

5:30 PM

January

12

Tue		

@ Iona Prep					

4:15 PM

January

16

Sat		

New Rochelle HS

			

5:30 PM

January

17

Sun		

@ St. Dominic’s (LI)				

5:00 PM

January

19

Tue		

Molloy

4:15 PM

January

31

Sun		

St. Raymond’s		

February 02

Tue		

Cardinal Hayes

February 07

		

					
			

5:30 PM

			

4:15 PM

Sun		

@ Hudson Catholic				

2:00 PM

February 09

Tue		

Stepinac

				

4:15 PM

February 12

Fri 		

Iona Prep

				

7:15 PM

February 16

Tue		

Xaverian

				

7:30 PM

February 18

Thur		

Poly Prep

				

4:45 PM

...visit www.allhallows.org
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Milestones

A three-letter star athlete at All Hallows and a standout
football player at Niagara University. Dick was a member of both
All Hallows Hall of Fame and Niagara Athletic Hall of Fame.

Edward Mikulik, ’84

In Memoriam

All Hallows was very special to Ed. He bequeathed $ 50,000
to the school.

All Hallows also notes with sorrow the passing
of the following alumni:

John Curran, ’61

When John Curran died on August 1, 2015, All Hallows
lost its greatest benefactor in the 107 year history of the
school. John’s Christmas card to his friend and All Hallows
President, Paul Krebbs, had the usual personal greeting
“Best wishes for a blessed Christmas” but also included his
check for $2 million.
John’s father came from
County Cavan in Ireland
and drove a taxi so that
John could go to All
Hallows. John graduated
from Fordham’s School
of Pharmacy and
received his doctorate
in Pharmaceutical
Economics from the
University of Pittsburgh.

Brother John Brosnan, CFC, ’48
David Halliday, ’49
Raymond Killgallen, ’56
Ronald Santucci, ’70

Alumni Notes

Jim Marrinan, ’55: Became a proud grandfather of
Margot Cuminsky, 1/23/15.

Class of ’64:

John was inducted
into the All Hallows
Hall of Fame in 2001
and received a lifetime
John Curran
achievement award at
the school’s Centennial in 2009. John’s generosity and
foresight is responsible for the Speech/Communications
program at All Hallows.

John’s successful career as a Wall Street investor with a
focus on pharmaceutical stocks provided him with the
resources to assist others to an extraordinary degree. His
dedication to family, his wife Connie, son Sean, daughter
Meredith, and grandchildren Gavin and Kaelyn was
admirable.
If All Hallows ever needed a model of either its official
motto “Pro Fide et Patria” or its unofficial motto “Learn,
Earn, Return” we can find none better than John Curran.
He is a truly successful man who never forgot his roots
and who forged a legacy that inspires us all.
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Richard “Dick” McCarthy, ’46

Members
of the class watch the Bronx
Bombers in action, while
catching up on old times at
Yankee Stadium, September
24. Pictured (in no particular
order): Dennis Power, Ed
Donovan, Fred Jaeger, Jack
Stack, Joe Donnelly, John Pacia, Ken Kovis, and Ron McHugh.

Mario Parise, ’71: Was re-elected to the New York

State Association of Solid Waste Mgmt. Board of Directors.
Mario also was recently appointed Assistant Commissioner
of Solid Waste for the County of Westchester.

Gene McCarthy: ’74: Has been named Asics America
Group President and Chief Executive Officer.

Benito Castro, ’82: Has retired from the Secret

Service after 23 years of serving on both Presidential and
Vice Presidential details. He credits All Hallows with making
him the person he is today.

Mary Jane Krebbs Ph.D:

All Hallows’ First Lady received
the NCEA President’s Award at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington,
D.C. on October 5.

Share your news with alumni and the All Hallows community...

Calling all active military and veterans:
You are cordially invited to join the

All Hallows Pro Fide et Patria Society
Please provide the following information and email to:
vets@allhallows.org
Name

Graduation Year from All Hallows
Service Branch
MOS

Rank

...visit www.allhallows.org

Service Years

Deployment locations, units,
military awards

Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines,
Coast Guard

Pro Fide et Patria
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A worthy legacy

Remembering
All Hallows in your
Estate Planning
The All Hallows family is known for its generosity—to its
churches, communities and Alma Mater. Many individuals
and couples find planned giving to be an attractive way to
leave a legacy because a planned gift is often much larger,
when fully realized, than any gift they could make during
their lifetime. Planned gifts thus offer the opportunity
to make a signature statement about one’s values and
philanthropic desire to help others.

The idea of establishing a bequest may seem daunting and
a common misconception is that a bequest means one thing
and one thing only —a gift of a specific asset, as defined in
a will, given for a group’s general operating needs. In fact,
there are many options available for establishing a bequest
that give you the opportunity to provide for your family while
also giving to an organization that is meaningful to you.

A bequest can be designated in a variety of ways:
• You can direct your gift to be restricted to a particular use
within All Hallows, such as a scholarship fund.
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• A residuary bequest gives the remainder of an estate to
All Hallows after all other beneficiaries are addressed.

• A contingent bequest gives All Hallows a gift only in the
event that the will’s primary beneficiary doesn’t survive the
donor.
• You do not have to leave specific assets, such as a parcel
of land or a certain dollar amount of investments, to a
beneficiary. You can simply leave a specified percentage of
your estate’s value to the charitable organization.

• Finally, All Hallows may be named as a beneficiary of other
assets, such as life insurance, IRAs and other retirement
plans. Again, if you don’t wish to leave the entirety of such
an asset to All Hallows, you can specify a percentage of the
value to be given instead.
Giving can often be facilitated by simply changing the
beneficiary on a retirement plan or life insurance. Making
a bequest can offer a means of preserving an individual’s or
family’s current support
of All Hallows into the
future.
Please contact
Ron Schutté at the
President’s Office, 718293-4545 x136 with
questions regarding
ways to give to All
Hallows.

Visit www.allhallows.org

...and away

they go!
The members of the 2015
graduating class were accepted
to the following colleges:
Academy of Art University (CA)
Art institute of Philadelphia
Berkley College
Bethune-Cookman University
Baruch College
Borough of Manhattan Community College
Boston University
Bronx Community College
Camden County College
Coppin State University
Clinton Community College
College of Mt. St. Vincent
College of St. Rose
Concordia College
CUNY Manhattan Community College
CUNY John Jay
CUNY Lehman
CUNY NYC College of Technology
CUNY York College
Dallas Baptist University
Dominican College
Felician College
Fordham University
Hostos Community College
Iona College
International Culinary Center
Johnson and Wales
LaGuardia Community College
Lehman College
LeMoyne College
Long Island University Post
Manhattan College
Manhattanville College
Mercy College
Morehouse College
Naval Academy Prep School

Newbury College
New England College
New York City College of Technology
New York Film Academy
New York Institute of Technology
New York University
Pace University
Penn State
Post University, CT
Queens College
Redemption Christian Academy
Rochester Institute of Technology
Seminole State College, FL
Siena College
St. John’s University
St. Thomas Aquinas College
SUNY Albany
SUNY Bignhamton
SUNY Buffalo College
SUNY Buffalo State Elmwood
SUNY Canton
SUNY Cobbelskill
SUNY Delhi
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Plattsburg
SUNY Stony Brook
SUNY Tompkins-Cortland
Syracuse University
Texas College
University of Bridgeport
University of Connecticut
University of Notre Dame
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
Vaughn College
Villanova University

...visit www.allhallows.org
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ALL HALLOWS HIGH SCHOOL
111 E 164th St, Bronx, NY 10452
www.allhallows.org

Annual Appeal
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED
OR DONATE ONLINE
@ WWW.ALLHALLOWS.ORG

“Live Jesus in our Hearts. Forever!”

